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1. The Institute of Linguistics, National Chung Cheng University (hereinafter referred to as “the Institute,” and “the University”, respectively), in accordance with the University’s Regulations Governing the Conferment of Graduate Degrees and the Institute’s Doctoral Program Regulations, hereby establishes the doctoral dissertation process for the Institute’s doctoral program. 
2. Appointment of the Thesis Advisor(s)
Doctoral students must, within two years of enrollment, invite a full-time faculty member of Associate Professor rank or above from the Institute, corresponding to their chosen research field, to serve as their doctoral thesis advisor.

If necessary, doctoral students may apply to the Institute to invite a full-time faculty member of Associate Professor rank or above from outside the Institute to co-supervise their doctoral dissertation. Such an appointment shall be made by the Institute upon approval by both the thesis advisor and the Institute Director.

3. Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination
3.1 Doctoral students who have completed thirty credits may submit an application form to the Institute to apply for the Doctoral Candidacy Qualification Examination.

3.2 The examination shall be administered by the Qualification Examination Advisory Committee.

4. Degree Thesis Title Declaration 
Doctoral students shall formally submit a one-page statement of their dissertation topic to the Institute Office.

4.1 Application Deadline: The declaration of the dissertation topic must be submitted at least six months prior to the scheduled oral defense of the doctoral dissertation research proposal.

4.2 Review and Approval: The Institute Director shall draft review recommendations for discussion and approval by the Institute Affairs Meeting.

4.3 Appeal: If a student has any objection to the decision, an appeal may be submitted to the Institute Affairs Meeting. The Meeting shall select three external experts in the relevant field to conduct a re-review.

5. Formation of the Doctoral Degree Examination Committee
5.1 Application: Doctoral students must submit the following documents to the Institute at least two months prior to the doctoral degree examination to apply for the formation of the Doctoral Dissertation Examination Committee:

(a) Application Form

(b) Proof of passing the Doctoral Candidacy Qualification Examination

(c) A peer-reviewed and published (or accepted) paper. For co-authored papers, the student must provide evidence that they are the first author and that they contributed at least 60%.
5.2 Committee Composition: The Doctoral Dissertation Examination Committee shall comprise five to nine members, including the thesis advisor. The selection of committee members shall be decided collaboratively by the thesis advisor and the Institute Director.
5.3 Qualifications: All committee members must meet the qualifications specified in Article 8 of the University’s Regulations Governing the Conferment of Graduate Degrees.

5.4 External Member Requirement: The Committee must include at least one member from outside the Institute.

5.5 Convener: The convener of the Committee shall be appointed by the Institute Director; the thesis advisor may not serve as the convener.

6. Doctoral Degree Examination
6.1 Doctoral students are eligible to apply for the doctoral degree examination only after a period of no less than six months has elapsed since their successful completion of the Doctoral Candidacy Qualification Examination.
6.2 Doctoral students shall submit the following documents to the Institute at least three days prior to the University’s deadline for degree examination applications each semester:

(a) Application Form

(b) Official Academic Transcript

(c) List of Examination Committee Members

(d) Consent Form from the Convener of the Doctoral Dissertation Examination Committee

The examination may be held no earlier than two weeks after the application is submitted.
6.3 The doctoral degree examination shall be conducted at the Institute. If necessary, and with the approval of the Institute Director, the examination may be held at another designated location.

7. Doctoral students are required to submit their dissertations to all members of the examination committee no less than two weeks prior to the scheduled date of the doctoral degree examination.
8. Once students pass their doctoral degree examination, they will prepare the necessary number of copies of their dissertation following the University’s formatting guidelines. These will then be submitted to the appropriate offices.
9. These procedures shall take effect upon approval by the Institute Affairs Meeting, and the same procedure shall apply to any amendments hereto.
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